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FRIDAY SEMINAR SYLLABUS 
Integrated Studies 001: Representations of Reality 
University of Pennsylvania 
Fall 2014 
 
Instructors: 
• Dr. Michelle M. Pinto, College Hall 306C 

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 2-4 p.m. & by appointment.  Contact:  pintomi@sas.upenn.edu 
• Dr. Jean-Paul Cauvin, Cohen Hall 175   

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 2-4 p.m. & by appointment.  Contact:  jcauvin@sas.upenn.edu 
• Dr. Julio R. Tuma, Cohen Hall 429  

Office Hours: Weds., 12:15-2 p.m. & by appointment.  Contact:  tuma@sas.upenn.edu 
 
Please attend the section assigned to you by the Registrar: 
301:  11-11:50 a.m., Arch 107, Cauvin 
302:  11-11:50 a.m., Arch 109, Pinto 
303:  11-11:50 a.m., Arch 110, Tuma 
304:  12-12:50 a.m., Will 705, Cauvin 
305:  12-12:50 a.m., Will 633, Pinto 
306:  12-12:50 a.m., Will 318, Tuma 
 
This course is an intellectual journey. You will live with your classmates, attend 
extracurricular activities, and participate in conversations with many different professors. It 
is a multi-faceted discussion about interrelated ideas, a discussion that requires deep levels of 
earnest participation. The Friday Seminars are the cornerstone of this process, the main 
venue for your voice to be expressed and heard, and the most important time for receiving 
feedback about how your own thinking is developing. Each Friday we will continue to 
consider the questions raised at Thursday’s Symposium, in addition to discussing the content 
of the streams and doing incremental preparations for the main assignments, the three 
Integration Essays.  
 
The goal of both Friday Seminars and of the Integration Essays is to continue to learn how 
to use the tools of synthetic thinking to understand the world around you in ever more 
diverse ways. We will ask what ideas can be generated and what conclusions can be drawn by 
examining the interrelationships between different disciplines and concepts. This is a 
discussion-based seminar and each class will be shaped by student questions and concerns, 
therefore attendance is absolutely mandatory. We expect you to engage in serious debate, 
deep thinking, and courteous dialogue because we believe it will create a conversation where 
we can advance our understanding of ourselves as human beings and our relationship with 
the world around us.  
 
ACTION PLAN: 
 
Each assignment is designed to help build towards the three main Essays for this stream.   
All assignments are due electronically by Friday at 10 a.m. via Canvas unless otherwise 
communicated by the professors (See Assignment Schedule below). 
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REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Participation and attendance:  20% 
Warm up Assignment:  3% 
Thesis Paragraph:  7% 
Essay 1:  15% 
Essay 2:  25% 
Essay 3:  30% 
 
Participation and attendance.  On Fridays, we will discuss your insights, questions, comments, 
and concerns. It is expected that you respond to your classmates with the sincerity, respect 
and attention you would like to receive. Once again, attendance at Friday Seminars is 
mandatory; unexcused absences will impact your grade.  If you anticipate missing class for 
any reason, discuss it with your seminar professor in advance.  In addition to joining the 
discussion during Friday Seminar, you will have the opportunity to participate in various 
forums for online commentary within the course Canvas site. These activities will evolve 
over the course of the semester and be determined by your individual seminar professor; 
they may include commentaries on each other’s essays, commentaries on current events, and 
the use of online discussion forums. Your participation grade also includes more general 
forms of participation within the ISP program, including (but not limited to):  participating 
in lectures (showing up and asking questions when appropriate); participating at Thursday 
Symposium (showing up and joining in the discussion); coming to office hours as necessary. 
We are looking for “engagement” across all aspects of the course.  
 
Word limits.  Please observe essay length requirements; staying within the word limit is part of 
each assignment. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
Below are the guidelines for each assignment, to be submitted via Canvas on the date and 
time listed. Please submit your essay in .doc or .docx format (unless otherwise specified 
by your seminar professor). Name your document as follows: 
LastnameFirstinitial_AssignmentDescription.doc  
(Assignment Description is WarmUp, Thesis, EssayX) 
Always include your name and provide a thoughtful title for each assignment. 
 
Due Date Assignment Title Assignment 
9/12 
10 a.m. 

Warm up – What 
happened on Thursday?  
(~250 words) 

For Week 2, the common text is Isaac Asimov’s “The 
Relativity of Wrong.”  On Thursday, we will hear the 
various streams’ takes on this text.  In this short essay 
you will concisely summarize the key points of 
Thursday’s discussion.  Consider the following 
questions:  Where did the streams agree?  Where did 
they disagree?  What were the main points made by 
each of the stream professors?  You can be selective 
about what you include, and your goal is for someone 
who was not present at Thursday’s session to have a 
grasp on what an art historian and classicist might have 
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to say about this scientific text.  Conclude the essay 
with one or two questions, either things that were 
unclear from the discussion or a question you did not 
get around to asking. 

9/26* 
10 a.m. 

Thesis paragraph for 
Integration Essay 1 
(~250 words) 
 

Submit a draft of the introductory paragraph for 
Integration Essay 1 (see below).  The paragraph must 
contain a thesis statement:  a sentence that clearly states 
the argument of the essay. 

10/6 
10 a.m. (note, 
this is a 
Monday, 10 
a.m.) 

Integration Essay 1 – 
Classics/Art History 
integration (750-1000 
words) 

Choose a passage or theme from the Iliad.  Using a 
specific topic or passage from the Art History stream 
(from Weeks 1-4), interpret this theme within the 
context of the Iliad. 

10/27 (note, 
this is a 
Monday) 
10 a.m. 

Integration Essay 2 – 
Chemistry/Art History 
integration 
(750-1000 words) 

In this essay, you will integrate the Chemistry and Art 
History streams by focusing on Roald Hoffmann and 
Pierre Laszlo’s article, “Representation in Chemistry” 
(Chapter 14). Choose a rich passage or theme that runs 
through the article, and consider how an art historian 
might interpret this passage or theme. Consider these 
possible approaches:  explore examples of 
synergy/agreement between the streams; investigate 
interesting points of disagreement; or examine how this 
influential article about chemistry might teach us 
something about art history.  Use specific citations 
from the readings and lectures in Weeks 5-8 to support 
your argument.   

12/8 (note, this 
is Monday) 
10 a.m. 

Integration Essay 3 – 
Art History/Classics/ 
Chemistry integration 
(900-1200 words) 

In your final essay, you will begin with Erwin 
Panofsky’s “The History of Art as a Humanistic 
Discipline,” the common reading for Week 14.  
Since this is the last reading of the semester, we would 
like you to integrate all three streams (note the slightly 
longer word allowance).  Select a theme from Panofsky 
that speaks to the other streams, and bring all three 
streams into a conversation on this theme; your 
objective is to enable us to grasp one or more streams 
in a new light.  Use specific citations from the readings 
and lectures in Weeks 10-14 to support your argument. 

 
*For students observing Rosh Hashanah who will not be in class on 9/26, you will have to 
submit your thesis paragraph EARLY via email by Wednesday, September 24 at 10 a.m. 
Alert your seminar professor in advance if you will be missing class on 9/26 and will be 
submitting via email. 


